
Eighty years ago . . .
By Matthew Madruga

Matthew Madruga wrote the following story about his grand-
parents, Joe and Adelina Rogers, who were Festa 
presidents in 1926.

Joe S. Rogers was born in the Azores islands in the town of

Santa Cruz in November, 1890. His wife to be, Adelina

Cardoza, was also born in Santa Cruz. Both families had

lifestyles shaped by working at sea. 

In 1899, Joe and his family came to the United States and

settled in Colton, California. Joe and Adelina were married in

Colton in 1914. Working hard as a young couple, they started

out in farming and worked on Joe’s uncle’s dairy ranch. In

1915, they had their first daughter, Lucy. In 1918, they

moved to Point Loma in San Diego, California to

start their new life. In 1920, they had another

daughter, Alice, and then in 1922, Adelina was

born. Having three daughters made the Rogers

family complete. Joe and Adelina were far

from their birthplace in Pico, but they knew

they were blessed to have settled in such a

wonderful place. They soon became familiar

with many new friends and families in the

Portuguese community. 

For Joe, tuna fishing became a necessity as a

career, but it also became a deep passion for him as

he developed a tremendous love for the sea. Joe started out

as a crewman on one of the small boats, and soon advanced

to become an engineer on one of the larger vessels in the

fleet. In the years to come, Joe reached his true potential as

he became captain of his first vessel, the Navigator. Later on

in his career, Joe built his own boat, which he also called the

Navigator, and later built the Constitution. 

Joe had a long and prosperous career and fished well into the

1950s, at which time he had his nephew and sons in law run-

ning the boats. As one of the pioneers in the San Diego fish-

ing fleet, he came to be known for spreading his good for-

tune throughout the community. He was a man of integrity

and character, and helped those that he could. Adelina shared

his devotion to the community, and they were both proud of

their Portuguese heritage.

When the Portuguese Hall was first started, Joe helped raise

funds for the Festa by getting donations from canneries, supply

stores, fishing boats and other businesses. He also formed

groups to help the Hall become a unified gathering place, and

to keep the traditions of our Portuguese heritage alive. He

and Adelina believed strongly in the Holy Spirit, and knew

that this community would be guided by the Spirit for the

future. For many years, Adelina worked in the kitchen

preparing food for the Festa and other Hall events. 

In 1926, Joe and Adelina were presidents of the Festa do

Espirito Santo, and their daughter Lucy was the queen. This

was a tremendous honor for them and their family, as it was an

expression of their devotion to the community and to the Holy

Spirit. Many men and women spent months preparing the

Hall, gathering goods, sewing dresses and organizing for this

blessed weekend. 

The Saturday night before the Festa, boats were anchored in

the bay with their lights shining brightly, and fireworks lit up

the night sky. Families and close friends gathered together

for singing, dancing and story-telling. Festa Sunday was a

bright and sunny day with the boys and the men in their best

suits, and the girls and women in their white dresses. Lucy

recalled that “everyone seemed to be having a great time and

enjoying each other’s company, because we were all like

family.” They ate and drank much as we do now, but in

a more intimate atmosphere. In its 16th year, the

Festa was fairly new, but the feeling was that this

celebration in honor of Queen Saint Isabel and

the Holy Spirit, would last for generations 

to come.

Joe and Adelina Rogers were devoted to each

other in their marriage, loving parents, and

trustworthy friends of many people in the Point

Loma community they helped shape. Joe passed

away in 1970 at the age of 79. Adelina lived for

many more years after Joe’s death and passed away

at the incredible old age of 102. They left a mark on

their community and showed that dedication and strong

moral beliefs can build a foundation for generations 

to follow.

2006 Scholarship 
applications available

U.P.S.E.S. Inc. has organized a

Scholarship Committee to help qualified

applicants pursue a higher education.

$5,000 per year is available to be divid-

ed among four qualified candidates.

Each candidate will receive a minimum

of $1,000 per year (unless he or she

chooses a junior college for his or her

first two years). 

Eligibility Requirements

Applicants must:

� Be in the high school graduating

class of 2006

� Have a minimum grade point average

of 3.25 (2.50 if the applicant has a

documented learning disability) 

� Be of Portuguese descent and reside

in San Diego County

� Submit a completed application

postmarked by July 15, 2006.

To remain eligible after receiving the

scholarship, recipients must:

� Maintain a grade point average of 3.0

(2.50 if the applicant has a document-

ed learning disability)

� Volunteer 30 hours of service, every

year, to the U.P.S.E.S., Inc. under

the direction of the Scholarship

Committee 

� Be accepted to a two- or four-year

institution. 

Applicants can download an application

from our web site at www.upses.com.

We congratulate our recent
scholarship winners:

� 2003 - Cristina Guidi
� 2004 - David Virissimo
� 2004 - Noele Stevens
� 2005 - Michael Correia
� 2005 - Jacob Holslag
� 2005 - Jonique Izidoro
� 2005 - Loriana Madruga
� 2005 - Paul Oberbauer

Where is she now?
A Brief Glimpse at 2003 UPSES
Scholarship Recipient Cristina Guidi:

I am a third year student at the

University of San Francisco, where I’ve

been studying nursing for the past two

years. I will graduate next May, which is

very exciting! 

School is pretty tough most of the time,

but getting to work with the patients is

the ultimate reward. Right now, I have

clinical rotations at Kaiser in the labor

and delivery ward, and at UCSF in

pediatrics. I really enjoy working with

babies and children, so I think that is

the direction I am headed. I am also

working for the Office of Admissions,

where I give daily campus tours to

prospective students and their families. 

About a month ago, I got a job as a

CNA, or certified nursing assistant,

where I worked in different units at

several different hospitals around the

city. I have also been given the chance

of a lifetime! This May, I am going

with seven other nursing students and

one instructor to Guatemala to work

with indigenous women who are preg-

nant. We will be giving prenatal care,

routine exams, and also assisting in the

deliveries for two weeks. I have been

gathering baby clothes and monetary

donations for medical supplies to bring

with us, so thanks so much to all of you

who have helped. I am so excited and

will fill everyone in when I get back! 

As you can probably tell, I am having a

great time! Thanks again to the UPSES

Scholarship Foundation.

The Perfect Companion
By Amanda Marie da Rosa
We all pray for miracles in times of

need, and for one Portuguese 9-year-

old, a miracle came to her in the form

of a friendly pooch. 

Lizzy Simas is the daughter of Teri and

Ron Simas, and is also a 2005 weekly

queen. She suffers from what is known

as Temporal Lobe Epilepsy, which has

caused her to suffer unexpected

seizures, difficulty in regulating her

body temperature, and a stroke. She

also has a degenerative bone disease

called Perthes Disease, for which she

has undergone multiple surgeries on her

left hip, making it very difficult for

Lizzy to walk long distances. In

February of 2001, Lizzy had to be

resuscitated while in the hospital. God

definitely has great plans for this 

special little girl!

With the support and sponsorship of pet

supply manufacturers Petco and Milk-

Bone, Lizzy and her mom Teri had the

opportunity to travel to Alpharetta,

Georgia, where she attended a two-

week camp for service dog training run

by an organization called Canine

Assistants. At the camp, Lizzy was to

be matched with one dog that was going

to become her very own service dog! 

At the end of the two-week stay in

Georgia, the organization compared

Lizzy’s top three choices against their

expert observations and matched her

with a beautiful golden retriever named

Mallery. Mallery was bred to be smaller

in stature, making her the perfect size

for Lizzy. While in Georgia, they spent a

few nights together and even got to ride

on the merry-go-round. (Despite

Mallery’s tendency for motion sickness,

all went well!)

In addition to being a service dog,

Mallery is a “certified seizure response

canine.” Mallery has learned commands

such as “go get mom” and “better

hurry,” which has helped Mallery when

nature calls! Mallery is with Lizzy at all

times, accompanying Lizzy to the doctor,

to church, on the field for Lizzy’s Little

League games, and on the school bus.

Needless to say, Mallery has become very

popular in Lizzy’s 4th grade classroom! 

The union has proven to be a very 

positive, life-changing event for Lizzy.

MMaatttt  MMaaddrruuggaa  iiss  pprreettttyy  ssuurree  tthhiiss  ppiiccttuurree  wwaass  ttaakkeenn  iinn  11992266  --
dduurriinngg  hhiiss  ggrraannddppaarreenntt’’ss  FFeessttaa..
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