
 

 
Message from the President                                                                                      

    
Dear Friends, 
    As we approach the end of the year, it has been my pleasure to serve you as your 2009 United Portuguese 
SES President.  This has been a busy and exciting year; with many successful events, the 2009 Festa do 
Espirito Santo, the 2010 Golf Tournament, Halloween Dance, and of course the Centennial Gala. I want to 
thank the community for their support and for attending the Centennial Gala; it was a great event and I have 
never seen one more beautiful. To the chairs Lynn and Julio Guidi, Mary Alice Goncalves, Bud and Diane Silva 
and their committees, thank you once again for your support and hard work; it was a night we will all remember!
    I would also like to mention the “Thursday Night Happy Hour,” which has also been a great success and a 
wonderful opportunity where our community can get together once a week and enjoy a little taste of Portugal. 
Thank you to those who participated and to those who volunteered in the kitchen and bar; we couldn’t have 
done it without you! 
    Christmas and New Years are fast approaching followed by our annual board meeting (Contas) January 24th. 
I would like to extend an invitation for all to come out to the annual board meeting and encourage you to join the 
2010 UPSES Board of Directors. For those of who have never signed the member book, please take this time 
to do so. 
    The 2010 Centennial Festa is fast approaching and is sure to be one we will never forget.  I want to express 
my privilege in working with this year’s Festa President Evelyn Feliciano, and her family; I know that the Festa 
will be one of beauty and tradition.  To the 2009 Festa Presidents Julio and Suzette Simoes and their family, 
thank you once again for an unforgettable year of events and for a beautiful Festa. To the 2009 Board of 
Directors, thank you for your commitment to your community and for all that we accomplished this year. 
    I also want to take this time to thank all of you, the community; for your support and commitment to our 
organization and of course our Festa.  Year after year you are asked to step up and support this beautiful 
tradition of giving homage to the Holy Spirit and Queen St. Isabel, and you do so with faith, honor and respect.  
We are a family and as a family we are all committed to one another.  I am proud and grateful to be a part of a 
community of people that have supported each other in good times and in bad; for this I give thanks to God. 
    May the Holy Spirit guide you and bless you with the love of family and friends. 
 
 

Sincerely,  
Manuel Fernando Leal 
UPSES President 2009  
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United Portuguese S.E.S.
 

Encouraging religious and civic activities. 
Promoting and supporting the welfare of  the community. 

Fostering sociability and developing a united spirit among the community. 

The Centennial Celebration Continues   
Save the Dates ~ April 23, 24, & 25 

 

Celebration of Our History and a  
Taste of Portugal 

 
Schedule of Events Coming Soon! 

 
The Centennial Committee is looking for pictures of  

past Festa bazaar and kitchen volunteers and cooks.  
Please contact the hall at 619-223-5880 if you have pictures 

that can be borrowed or copied for display. Thank you! 
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     Reflections of an Undying Faith and the 1985 Festa do Divino Espirito Santo 
By Evelyn DaRosa-Feliciano 

 
In the 1950’s, Cristiano and Evelina DaRosa came to America from Pico, Açores - Portugal in hopes of a better life for the 

family they wanted to create.  It was the traditional immigrant story that made America the “melting pot” of the world.  They settled in 
San Diego where other Portuguese families had settled before them.   Three children were to come and complete their family, Larry, 
Christian, and Evelyn. Cristiano and Evelina raised each of them to be proud of their Portuguese heritage and instilled in their 
children the religious values of the catholic faith that they carried with them.  One of the most important aspects of those beliefs was 
devotion to the Divino Espirito Santo (Holy Spirit) by honoring Raínha Santa Isabel (Queen Saint Isabel) of Portugal.  They found a 
community that did just that, Point Loma, and made it their home.   

As Cristiano established his career within the tuna industry of San Diego, Evelina remained at home not only raising their 
three children but also working all the while.  Both became extremely involved with various Portuguese organizations in Point Loma 
and never lost hold of their roots and where they came from.  Their family would be Portuguese first and foremost.   
The Festa do Divino Espirito Santo (Feast of the Holy Ghost) is a tradition of honoring Queen Saint Isabel and the Holy Spirit that 
was brought over from Cristiano and Evelina’s homeland of the Açores.  Queen Isabel was a most charitable and remarkable person.  
Married to a tyrant, King Diniz, Queen Isabel would aid the starving poor of Portugal by hiding bread beneath her cloak and sneaking 
out secretly to feed them.  The King suspected her of doing this and one day confronted her.  Isabel knowing how cruel her husband 
could be began to pray to the Holy Spirit for a miracle. When she opened her cloak the bread had miraculously transformed itself into 
roses.  For her undying faith in the Holy Spirit and her aid to the poor by establishing orphanages and providing shelter for the 
homeless, Isabel was canonized Queen Saint Isabel of Portugal in 1625. 

Cristiano and Evelina truly believed in the power of the Holy Spirit and the many miracles and prayers that were answered 
for people in his name.  With that belief they began to participate and contribute yearly to the U.P.S.E.S. Festa Do Divino Espirito 
Santo.  As each of their children grew they took part in the “Festa”, which would become San Diego’s Oldest Ethnic Festival. 
Cristiano could only hope to someday be blessed enough to be Festa President or “Festeiro” of this great Feast.  In 1976 with an 
earnest desire to give back to the community and honor Queen Saint Isabel and the Holy Spirit, although at the age of 9 his daughter 
was much too young to represent Raínha Santa Isabel as Queen of the Festa, Cristiano submitted his name but was not chosen.  
Again in 1982 his deep rooted faith compelled Cristiano, but for a second time he was disappointed.  The Holy Spirit would know 
when the time was best for him and his wife to have such an honor. That time would come for the 75th Festa and in 1984 Cristiano 
with Evelina by his side was announced as the 1985 U.P.S.E.S. Festa President.  Cristiano and Evelina felt overwhelmingly blessed 
and honored.  They were both overcome by tears of pride and joy as they heard their daughter Evelyn’s name announced as the 
1985 Festa Queen.    

The following year was one filled with much commitment and Cristiano had to go back out to sea.  Evelina remained at 
home to plan the Festa.  Throughout the years, with their tremendous devotion to the Holy Spirit, Cristiano and Evelina had gone 
back to Portugal to pay homage but the San Diego Festa was on a much grander scale and Evelina at times felt overwhelmed. She 
would be helped along the way by Rita Carvalho. Rita became Evelina’s “right hand” and invaluable. When asked about Rita, Evelina 
will state that she and Cristiano will be forever grateful for the assistance and encouragement that she gave them in planning the 
1985 Festa. Cristiano and Evelina knew that the Festa could not be accomplished without the help and support of the entire 
community.  They truly believed that the people that assisted the Festa, such as in the kitchen, the bazaar, and on the street were 
such an integral part of the Festa that without them there would be no Festa.  In 1985, the first Festa Barbeque Dinner was held to 
honor the workers and those that devote of their time to the Festa. The Barbeque has been held every year since and has become 
one of the major U.P.S.E.S. Festa fundraisers along with the Crab Feast and Fish Fry. 

As the time came closer to their Festa Evelina became extremely concerned that Cristiano would not make it to port from his 
trip out at sea.  Nightly she would pray for the Holy Spirit to bestow upon them the blessing of having her husband come back to San 
Diego.  Just a short time before the 1985 Festa, the Holy Spirit answered Evelina’s prayers and Cristiano managed to catch over 400 
tons of tuna and make his way home.  They were blessed once again.   

The 1985 Festa was held at a time of much economic hardship due to the tuna industry strike of the time. Still, the 
Portuguese community of San Diego managed to come together for that weekend, as they always do and pay tribute to Queen Saint 
Isabel of Portugal and in thanksgiving to the Holy Spirit for the many blessings that are bestowed upon them. 
In 1993 Cristiano and Evelina would once again travel back to their homeland of Pico, Açores to pay tribute to the Holy Spirit and 
Queen Saint Isabel by hosting two Festas, one in Santo Amaro, Pico where Evelina was born and one in Sao Roque do Pico where 
Cristiano was born. These Festas were to be in thanksgiving to the Holy Spirit for the blessing of their grandson Jason’s miraculous 
recovery from leukemia.  Knowing the commitment and dedication that was devoted to the making of their daughter’s 1985 Festa 
dress and cape, they brought them to Pico to be worn by a girl that might not otherwise have the opportunity to be Queen of the 
Festa. Over 3000 people were fed in honor of the Holy Spirit and Queen Saint Isabel through those two Festas.  

In 2009, the pride in their heritage and their value in tradition was passed on as Cristiano and Evelina the 75th Presidents 
had the honor of standing by their daughter Evelyn DaRosa Feliciano as she became the 100th Festa President and their 
granddaughter Karinna and grandson Joshua as they were announced the 100th Festa Queen and King for 2010.  As they reflect 
back on their Festa 25 years ago, they cannot help but notice how much the Festa has grown and changed over the years. In 1985, 
the Annual Fish Fry was held on the Friday of Festa weekend, the bazaar was two days with the candle light procession on Saturday 
and the Festa Parade and Queen’s Ball on Sunday.  Today, the Annual Fish Fry is held nine days before Festa Sunday and the 
Festa Bazaar is a 3 day event.  A sparkle of pride gleams in their eyes as they reflect back on how far the Portuguese Community of 
San Diego and the Festa do Divino Espirito Santo has come.  It makes them smile as they ponder the fact that they had a small part 
in that history.  
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2010 Centennial Festa Queen Karinna 
 

It is with great honor and pride that I represent Queen Saint Isabel of Portugal 
in the 2010 U.P.S.E.S. Centennial Festa. I am honored to represent such a saint, who 
lived her life serving others who are less fortunate. I can only hope in my reign as Queen 
that I am as selfless and loving as Queen Saint Isabel. 

I take pride in participating in this 100 year tradition. I have been involved in the 
U.P.S.E.S. Festa every year since the age of 2, when I served as Festa Princess in 
1995. I have also served as Duchess in 2003 and Small Queen in 2005. I could only 
dream of some day being big Queen. I want to thank my Mother Evelyn Feliciano for 
making that dream come true. Over the years, my family has instilled in me pride and 
appreciation of my heritage, my culture, and my ancestry. I plan to someday do the 
same with my children so that the Portuguese Community of San Diego and this valued 
tradition of honoring the Holy Spirit may continue. I want to recognize everyone who 
organizes and helps this Festa carry forward. Without them, the Festa would not go on. 

The 2010 Festa is being done in memory of my Father, Michael Feliciano, who 
passed away in 2003 of brain cancer. I know although he cannot physically be here, he 
is spiritually by my family’s side. I thank the Holy Spirit for giving us the time we had with 
my Father, and for healing my Mother of her breast cancer in 2007. Without the Holy 
Spirit, I could not have gotten through those portions of my life. 

To the past 99 Queens, I am honored to stand by your side as the 100th Queen 
and can only hope to serve as well as you have.  
Sincerely, 
Karinna Evelina Feliciano 
2010 Centennial U.P.S.E.S. Festa Queen 

2010 Centennial Festa King Joshua
 

My family has the honor and privilege of being the 2010 Festa Presidents. I will proudly reign as the 
2010 Centennial Festa King. I have been involved with the Festa since I was 2 years old and been proud to 
participate every year. Pride in my roots and in my heritage is something that my family has instilled in me 
from a very young age.  

One thing that both of my Parents and also my Grandparents have taught me is to always give 
back to your community. I was raised attending many fundraisers and dinners at the Portuguese Hall. I have 
danced in the Portuguese-American Dancers, served in the U.P.S.E.S. Youth Group holding both the offices 
of President and Vice President, and playing for the F.C. Portugal of San Diego soccer team. I hope that one 
day I can teach my children to be proud of where they come from, and to realize that wherever they go in 
life, they are Portuguese first and foremost! 

One thing I have learned and experienced about the Portuguese Community of San Diego is how 
they come together and are bound by their faith in the Holy Spirit. The Festa is a testament to that, going on 
100 years strong. I am proud to be a part of that and thank you all! The 2010 Festa is in memory of my 
Father Michael, who died of brain cancer and in thanksgiving for my Mother being healthy today after 
fighting breast cancer. I know those times in our lives were difficult and I credit my faith in God and the Holy 
Spirit for helping us through it. My Father is surely with us as we celebrate this Centennial Festa Year and 
he is truly missed. 
 
Serving as the 2010 Festa King will be an experience that I will never forget.  
Joshua Michael Feliciano 
2010 Centennial U.P.S.E.S. Festa King 

 

Left Photo – 
Cristiano and Evelina  
Da Rosa  
1985 Festa Presidents 
 
 
 
 

Right Photo- 
Mr. & Mrs. Cristiano Da 

Rosa with 
75th Festa Queen and 

Centennial Festa 
President Evelyn Da Rosa 

Feliciano,  



 
 
 

Let Us Help You! 
 

The UPSES Hall is an ideal location for wedding 
receptions, meetings, banquets or social functions.   
   

  Main Hall    Seats up to 375 
  Club Room  Seats up to 75 
  Fully Stocked Bar  Seats up to 80 
 

Please contact Hall Manager, Andrea Da Luz for rates 
and availability 619-223-5880 
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United Portuguese S.E.S. 
2818 Avenida de Portugal 

San Diego, CA 92106 

Contact Us: 
 

President—Manuel F. Leal 
 President@UPSES.com 
Scholarship Director— Tino J. Ferreira D.D.S. 
 Scholarship@UPSES.com 
Heritage Walk of Faith—Tino J. Ferreira, D.D.S. 
 Scholarship@UPSES.com 
Hall Manager—Andrea Da Luz 
 Andrea@upses.com 

    Phone 619-223-5880 
Fax 619-223-5883 
www.UPSES.com 

Please see www.upses.com for 
our calendar of events and 

community updates 


